Times Online

TIMESONLINE

Archive Classified

Shopping |

Promotions | Fast Times | My Times Site specials

Search this site
| |[co]

February 15 2003

WORLD

Shuttle disaster
War on Terror

World News

February 15, 2003

‘Don't tell public of doomsday

Intelligence

'‘Don't tell public of

Mfi]ddle East doomsday asteroid’
The Euro M 1
asteroid _
TIMES ONLINE Conference briefs
Home By Mark Henderson in Denver _
Breaking news ) ) ) ) Vatican to open Secret
Brita 9 THE public should not be told if scientists detect a Archive on war Pope
V\;'Of_‘:z huge asteroid on a collision course with Earth that
BUSi cannot be deflected, a disaster expert said. Arafat t0 appoint Prime
usiness Minister
Sport
Your Money Geoff Sommer, of the Rand Corporation in Santa New talent serves up a bit
Comment Monica, California, said that governments would be more of the same
:E’;\:;T Book wrong to warn of an impending impact that could
) destroy all life if there was no realistic prospect of
Shopping 2 . . . ; World from PA
Classifieds stopping it. The panic, misery and disruption that _ _
Law such a warning would cause would not be Bomb kills four Israeli
Games worthwhile, he told the association. soldiers in Gaza strip
Crossword Protesters kick off anti-war
Motori i
Pr‘;;';g It would be better for the fewest people to know that rallies
Student mankind was a_bout to become extinct ip a fashion Saddam meets Pope's
Sunday Times similar to the dinosaurs. Mr Sommer said: “It makes envoy
sense to warn if there’s something you can do but if JRH— N ——
e . , Nnthrax victim's wiaow ftiles
ESPAPER you can't intercept it, if you can’t move people out of ca5m claim
M””day its way, it makes sense not to occasion further social ...
onday costs.” World powers face down
Tuesday America
Wednesday
Thursday His view was strongly disputed by Lee Clarke,
Friday Professor of Sociology at Rutgers University, who
Today said people had a right to be told about the Education CD-Roms

QUICK CLICKS

Appointments

impending end of the world. “If we see a monster
event coming, an extinction event, common sense

A-level, GCSE and SATs
and Key Stage course
handbooks. Revision

Arts would tell me | want to know and that it's not up to guidance, mock exams -

; ; ; essential course material
Books him, or up to some h|gr1-level_bureaucracy, to decide for students of all ages
Contact Us whether | know or not,” he said.
Creme Find a holiday
Education w . . Search our database of
Fast Times The reaction might not be what most people expect. flights, city breaks,
Film Look at people on death row, people in prison camps holidays and late deals,
Finest during the Holocaust, people with terminal cancer,” ;‘;‘:iasyf:gﬂ]“gmg glr(‘)'ghts in
First night he said. “You might want to make peace with your

Food and Drink

From the Archive
Good University Guide
Health

Online Specials

God, for example.”

The world would have two main options if
astronomers detected a large asteroid or comet on a

Play collision course, scientists said. If the object were
Promotions less than a kilometre in diameter, it should be
Style Guide

Subscription
Supplements

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,3-577872,00.html (1 of 2) [2/15/2003 1:20:14 PM]

possible to calculate the precise spot it would hit and
evacuate the area.
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